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him across the frontier of Bengal, Alia Vardi Khan now
informed the emperor that he no longer needed help and
invited Safdar Jang of Oudh, who had come to his aid
with a body of imperial troops, to return to his own
province, Alia Vardi Khan, however, was not so safe as
he fancied, for Raghuji Bhosle hastened from Berar to join
Bhaskarpant. Hearing this, Balaji who had received Alia
Vardi Khan's message and wished both to appear as an
imperial general and to gratify his enmity against Raghuji
Bhosle, marched with all haste to the help of Alia Vardi
Khan. The latter taught by experience welcomed him
gladly. But Balaji leaving his ally far behind, attacked
and routed unaided Raghuji Bhosle's army. The latter
fled to Nagpur; but Balaji remained in Bengal, plundering
the country with as much zeal as if it had been an enemy's
province. As a reward for his victory over Raghuji
Bhosle, the emperor formally appointed him governor of
Malwa. To save the imperial feelings, the deed was made
out in the name of Shah Mahomed's son, prince Ahmed.
Balaji was appointed as his deputy governor.

It was, however, idle to expect that the Maratha chiefs,
whatever their private quarrels might be, would long
fight each other to the profit of their Musulman enemies.
In 1744 Raghuji Bhosle and Balaji made a secret compact
that they should not interfere with each other in their
future expeditions. Bengal was to be the preserve of
Raghuji Bhosle. The country north of the Narbada was
to be plundered by Balaji alone. Thereafter Balaji gave
no further help to Alia Vardi Khan. For a time, the
usurper resisted Raghuji Bhosle single-handed. In 1745
Bhaskarpant, at the head of twenty thousand Maratha
horse demanded a sum equal to that paid by Alia Vardi
Khan to Balaji for his assistance. Alia Vardi Khan, unable
to meet Bhaskarpant in the field, begged him to come to
his tents and there discuss the amount of tho indemnity
and the manner of payment Bhaskarpant, not suspecting
treachery, accepted the invitation and moved his army